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CONFIDENTIAL TAIPEI 2932 
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TAGS PFOR CGEN CH TW UK 

SUBJECT: LAU MIU-LAM, PROTECTING POWER 

REF: TAIPEI 2931 

1. SUMMARY: HONG KONG GOVERNMENT HASHREQUESTED 
EMBASSY OBSERVE HEARING MAY 10 IN CASE OF LAU 
MIU-LAM, POSSIBLE BRITISH SUBJECT. LAU IS BEING TRIED BY 
TAIWAN GARRISON COMMAND FOR ALLEGED MEMBERSHIP IN 
INDONESSIAN COMMUNIST PARTY. EMBASSY REQUESTS DEPARTMENT'S 
INSTRUCTIONS. END SUMMARY. 

2. HONG KONG AUTHORITIES HAVE REQUESTED THAT EMBASSY 
OBSERVER ATTEND HEARING MAY 10 IN CASE OF LAU MIU-LAM 
POSSIBLE BRITISH SUBJECT AND CHINESE CITIZEN (REFTEL). LAU CAME 
TO TAIWAN FEBRUARY 27, 1973, AND WAS ARRECTED MARCH 3, 

1973. HE WAS ALLEGEDLY FORCED BY TORTURE TO CONFESS TO 
MEMBERSHIP COMMUNIST PARTY IN INDONESIA IN 1958. INITIAL 
HEARING WAS HELD ON HIS CASE MARCH 6, 1974. AND DELAYED 
PENDING FURTHER INFORMATION. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS TAIWAN 
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HEARING MAY 10. 

3. BRITISH EMBASSY TOKYO ADVISED EMBASSY MARCH 4 THAT 
LAU APPEARS TOBE CITIZEN OF UNITED KINGDOM AND COLONIES 
BASED ON CERTIFICATE OF NATIONALIZATION, BUT HE MUST BE 
IDENTIFIED BY PASSPORT WHICH ROC AUTHORITIES ARE ALLEGEDLY 
HOLDING. POSSIBLE LAU IS DUAL NATIONAL, BUT 

EMBASSY CANNOT CONFIRM. BRITISH EMBASSY TOKYO STATED THAT 
UK DOES NOT NORMALLY PROTECT BRITISH SUBJECTS HOLDING A 
SECOND NATIONALITY AGAINST THE AUTHORITIES OF THAT SECOND 
NATIONALITY. 

4. EMBASSY IS ASKING TGGH WHETHER LAM IS BEING TRIED AS 
A BRITISH SUBJECT AND ON WHAT CHARGES HE IS BEING TRIED. 

ON BASIS PAST EXPERIENCE, WE DO NOT EXPECT TGGH COOPERATION. 

5. EMBASSY REQUESTS INSTRUCTIONS AS TO ACTION IT SHOULD 
TAKE AT LAU'S BEHALF, AND SPECIFICALLY WHETHER IT SHOULD 
REQUEST REPRESENTATIVE BE PRESENT AT HEARING. 

UNGER 
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